Experienced counsellor, Hayley Ayers-Findlay is kindly offering a free
counselling service for HEWA members.

Are you passionate about Home
Education? So Are We!
Our committee is from a diverse range of
backgrounds and we actively promote all areas of Home Education. Our vision is to ensure
that Home Education is available to all members of the community regardless of cultural
beliefs, additional needs or level of education.
Are you interested or have experience in:
 Organising events
 Budgeting, financial processes and reporting
 Advertising/promotion
 Leadership
 Advocacy
 Meeting new people and feeling part of a
community
 Risk management
 Helping others

Hayley earned her Diploma of Family Therapy and Counselling from the Australian Institute of Family Therapy and Counselling based in Canberra, specializing in the areas of children and alternative learning needs and couples therapy,
with a focus on communication and marriage. Hayley home educated her four
children with her husband of 34 years, Tom, on their rural property in Toodyay
and currently volunteers with Aussie Farmers as they seek to reduce the rates
of depression and suicide among rural families.

Phone counselling services will be available Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings between 6.00pm -9.00pm and Monday afternoons between
12.00pm and 5.00pm (excluding public holidays).
Please note that Hayley is happy to take counselling calls on any issues
members may have however, due to the anticipated need within the
community for access to free counselling there is a limit of five sessions
per member.
If you would like to contact Hayley, please click the link below and
complete the form. Members will need to log in first.
https://hbln.org.au/counselling-for-members
* This service is confidential and details of any phone conversations will not be
shared with HBLN/HEWA or it’s members.

These are areas we need in help in. New committee members/volunteers are welcomed,
supported by mentors and valued.

Our Mission Statement
To give voice to, facilitate and
strengthen home education in WA
Does this sound like you? We have places
available for volunteers on our new Advocacy subcommittee if you don’t want to
join the main committee. Or perhaps you
can spare an hour or two to help us doing
something you’re good at… please email
Gabrielle on coordinator@hbln.org.au
 Mathletics $20 for the

remainder of 2018
(registration closes 14/10)
 Spellodrome $10 for the

remainder of 2018
(registration closes 14/10)
 Literacy Planet $14 for

the remainder of 2018
(registration closes 14/10)
 Rosetta Stone
 Ziptales
 Complete Education
 Australian Geographic



RIC



ABC Reading Eggs



Chatty Kids



MathSeeds



Ready-Ed



Skwirk

Click here to find out more

The School Packs Project is a community based project
where we collect essential school stationery items and
distribute them to children in women’s refuges.
The project runs from September to December and in
this time, we distribute boxes to different community
groups who then fill them with stationery and return
them. After the stationery has been collected, we package it and deliver it to the families in women’s refuges.
I got involved in the School Packs Project because a lady
in our community asked if I wanted to help kids that
were less fortunate than me. I wanted to serve and give
back to my community.
This month, instead of introducing one of our committee members, we’re introducing one of our many
exceptional young home educating students who has
recently been involved with a community service project. I’ll let Jasmin tell you about her experience in her
own words.
“My name is Jasmin Chamberlain, I am 12 years old. I
have a loving mum and dad, a big sister and a guinea
pig called Charlotte.
I have never experienced domestic violence, poverty
or had to escape to a women’s refuge for safety.
Sadly, many children in Australia do experience these
terrible situations.

Through the School Packs Project, I have experienced
many things. For example, people have shown a lot of
compassion, because they think it isn’t fair that kids
don’t have proper stationery and they want to help.
Generosity has shone through as well. Everyone we
know and have gotten in touch with, have made huge
donations.”

HEWA congratulates Jasmin for her wonderful
contribution and service to those in need.

Consequently, their circumstances can makes them
feel increasingly different to their class mates. At
school, these kids are further stigmatised because
many lack even the basic school stationery supplies.
Essential school stationery? How can any kid fit in and
learn at school without basic school supplies?
All kids should have basic school stationery. I wanted
to help make a difference in the lives of kids who have
the same rights to an education as us so I got involved
in the School Packs Project because I believe all kids
should have the same rights to learn and thrive.

Budding Writers
Do you have a child or children who would be keen to create
an edition of the Home Education WA Newsletter? Our
newsletter goes out to over 1000 home educating
families. If you would like to find out more, email
coordinator@hbln.org.au. A fantastic experience
for budding writers and great way to meet the
English requirements for the WA Curriculum.

Humans by nature are inquisitive. Our brains are wired to
crave knowledge and understanding. As we learn something
new, our brain releases a chemical called dopamine as a reward. Scientists from the University of California claim that
curiosity is the key, in that it prepares our brain for acquiring
new knowledge and makes future learning more rewarding.
Building a child’s mathematical curiosity can nurture the development of an inquisitive mind. Good questions can ignite curiosity. However, instantly providing them with answers can extinguish this flame.
When your child asks, “Why doesn't this puzzle piece fit?” it is
best to reply, “I am not sure, can you tell me why?” This encourages them to think independently and promotes the idea
that not knowing the answer instantly is okay Allow kids to
productively struggle with problems, let them develop perseverance and strategies that will support them in understanding
the mathematical thinking process.
Rachael Whitney-Smith
MAWA Committee Member

HOME ED SPORTS DAY IS FAST APPROACHING!
It’s on the 29th October, 9am - 3pm at the Jerry
Archer Athletics Centre, Belmont.
Book your places here and don’t risk missing out on this
super-fun event: https://hbln.org.au/events/book-events/

Kelmscott Homeschool Group had a very exciting term 3.
The Junior Art students had a project over several weeks which involved 2 weeks of drawing and painting to music
paint, and in subsequent weeks tearing the artwork into pieces, making a collage of those pieces and adding the
final touches. In the last week a small cotton bud loom was made.
Senior Art students learned about the elements of Abstract Art.
After we ran without Science classes for several terms we were very happy to bring Simon on board in Term 3. He
quickly established a great rapport with his students. In the first week both the Junior and Senior classes had to
build something to protect an egg during a drop. Most of the eggs survived intact.
The Junior Science students learned a variety of topics during the term, ranging from life cycles, ecosystems, erosion, PH indicators, forces, and finally observing Simon's bicarb and vinegar volcano.
Senior Science students learned about ecosystems, respiration, plate tectonics, atoms, chemical reactions, and
sound waves. Due to the popularity of these classes there will be 3 age groups for our Science classes in Term 4.
AWAKE classes (Mindfulness and Sustainable Mental Health) helped students learn coping strategies, overcome
fears, and be authentic in their dealings with others.
Junior Drama students travelled around the world and had a chance at acting out scripted parts.
LOTE: Nine students and their parents learned some basic Indonesian phrases and had a lot of fun during their class
times.
Theo continued piano lessons to his students, some of whom have been learning piano with him now for several
years.
Next term we will also add Acrobatics, Rhythm & Voice, and Teen
Skills (empowering teens in employment and entrepreneurship) to our
timetable.
Enrolments are open until 5 October:
www.kelmscotthomeschoolgroup.org
Monique Stone - Coordinator

As home based educators we often gravitate towards
multimodal learning. You hear and read a lot on this
type of learning and how nearly every educational facility in Australia is striving to utilise this type of learning, even though much of the time (insert sad face) it
ends up equating to a computerised, animated picture
with some sound file.
But this fixed idea with multi-modality in learning
presentations is not some weird fetish beget among
educators, rather it is steeped in a multitude of research and investigations demonstrating that it is
these immersive, educational experiences that build
neurological pathways, that in turn create sequential
learning bridges, that in turn provide a stable platform
from which people can create and extend their existing subject knowledge.
Which is all great, but the reality is that these immersive type experiences are educator time consuming
and can be proportionally challenging as students
march chronologically closer to adulthood. Which is
why perhaps many high school educators abandon
such aspirations and resort to the existing online resources and text books.
Accessing and implementing immersive type educational activities is time consuming, often more expensive that traditional means, often has an aspect of risk
involved and regularly requires higher educator to student ratios. Luckily for families in WA there are some
options when it comes to immersive science events
that suit the older age groups and another science
based multi modal experience has recently joined the
science ranks.
Mindz Brain Play WA (aka Mindz) is an exploration in
the biological sciences, specifically neuroscience.
Mindz provides an interactive, educational experience
for humans aged 12 years and above (adults included)
and has a variety of educational plans to cater for a

said group’s needs. Participants of the Mindz program
are able to see their own brains working and interacting
with a variety of environmental stimulus.
Within the experience participants are allowed to utilise
their brain power to manipulate and control various virtual reality objects and gain an insight into the training
challenges, all be it for a short time, of other humans
who rely on neurologically controlled devices to function in their day to day lives.
In July a group of 20 home educated youth located in
the north east of Perth attended a Mindz workshop
where each participant had the opportunity to use the
Mindz “headsets” (which is a specialised 16 sensor EEG electroencephalograph) to “see” their brains working,
watch their brain energy change and, most importantly,
learn to use their brain’s power to play a video game.
Previously these types of headsets were relegated to
medical institutions and scientific laboratories. Thanks
to the program offered now by Mindz, this type of neuroscience activity is available to West Australian home
educated youth.
Our Homeschool group also added an education session
with a “mind control” experience – which is where every
participant was able to don a headset and game. The
workshop was funded by the participating families but
assisted by the City of Swan in the venue provision and
the indemnity insurance provided through HEWA/HBLN
One Off event insurance.
If your local home education group are interested in
providing high school youth with a neuroscience immersive learning experience the contact at Mindz is Ben
Currell phone 1300 939 586 or 0417 953 091. Mindz also
has a website http://mindz.net.au and a facebook page.
- Article by Lois Pearson

FEEL LIKE
PUSHING THE
PANIC BUTTON?

HEWA has free educational
consultancy sessions for
members during Term 4.
We can help with getting started,
moderator concerns, planning & programming, reporting on progress, understanding the curriculum and other
educational issues.
Email comm02@hbln.org.au for more
information.

If you are organising a gathering, event or class, here are some
things to consider:


Do you need liability insurance?



Do you need workers compensation insurance?



What is “Duty of Care” and does it apply to you?



Are you responsible if a child is hurt while attending your
event?



Are you responsible for any damage that occurs to the
venue or resources provided for the event?



Will you be “out of pocket” if you have to cancel the event
due to unforeseen circumstances?

These are just some of the things to be considered when organising an activity for the home-ed community. HEWA members have access to advice, support, insurance and documentation. Email coordinator@hbln.org.au to find out more. For
a limited time, non-members are also able to access advice.

Home Education Sports Day
29th October, 9am - 3pm
Jerry Archer Athletics Centre, Belmont

Understanding the WA Curriculum,
Planning & Reporting Workshop
28th October, 1 - 4.30 pm
East Vic Park Family & Community
Centre, cnr Kent & Gloucester Street

Weekly Classes for
Home-Educated Children
East Victoria Park
Baldivis
Roleystone
Butler
Find the dates for the next HEWA
Committee Meetings here:
hbln.org.au/about/committee-and-meetings

28th Oct, 1 - 4.30 pm

For all general enquiries related to
home education including membership,
advertising, website, social media, insurance, event organisation please
email us at comm02@hbln.org.au

